
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
 The Ninth Sunday of Pentecost  

July 26, 2026, 8:30am  
Divine Service Setting III 

 
Welcome & Announcements 

 
Hymn of Invocation: LSB 657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LSB 657 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

    A sword and shield victorious; 

He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod 

    And wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe 

Has sworn to work us woe. 

    With craft and dreadful might 

    He arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 

 

2 No strength of ours can match his might. 

    We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, 

    Whom God Himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is He, 

    Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

    God’s only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 

 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 

    All threat’ning to devour us, 

We tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

    They cannot overpow’r us. 

Let this world’s tyrant rage; 

In battle we’ll engage. 

    His might is doomed to fail; 

    God’s judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 God’s Word forever shall abide, 

    No thanks to foes, who fear it; 

For God Himself fights by our side 

    With weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, 

Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

    Though life be wrenched away, 

    They cannot win the day. 

The Kingdom’s ours forever! 
Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005354 

 
Stand 

 
Invocation, Confession, & Absolution LSB 184 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

 

 

 



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
This Is the Feast LSB 171 

A This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

C Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people 

of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and blessing and glory 

are His. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. 

Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun 

His reign. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day: Proper 12 (Year A) LSB 189 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, 

receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have commanded; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 



 
 
Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 7:6–9 Deuteronomy 7:6–9 

 6“You are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to 

be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the 

earth. 7It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD 

set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8but it is 

because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the 

LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of 

slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know therefore that the LORD your 

God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love 

him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm: Psalm 125 Psalm 125 

L 1Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, 

 which cannot be moved, but abides forever. 

C 2As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 

 so the LORD surrounds his people, 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

L 3For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest 

 on the land allotted to the righteous, 

lest the righteous stretch out 

 their hands to do wrong. 

C 4Do good, O LORD, to those who are good, 

 and to those who are upright in their hearts! 

L 5But those who turn aside to their crooked ways 

 the LORD will lead away with evildoers! 

 Peace be upon Israel! 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son; 

                   And to the Holy Spirit, 

                   As it was in the beginning, 

                   Is now and will be forever, Amen. 

 
Epistle: Romans 8:28–39 Romans 8:28–39 

 28We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 

who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 

firstborn among many brothers.  



30And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 

justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He 

who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 

graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God 

who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, 

who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I 

am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 

come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:44–52 Matthew 13:44–52 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

 44[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man 

found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46who, on 

finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered 

fish of every kind. 48When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the 

good into containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at the close of the age. The 

angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the 

fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 51“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52And he said to 

them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a 

master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 



Children's Message 

 
Nicene Creed LSB 191 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 



 
 
 
Hymn of the Day: LSB 654 Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure LSB 654 

1 Your kingdom, O God, is my glorious treasure, 

    My pearl of incomp’rable worth. 

Its value exceeds ev’ry standard of measure, 

    Surpassing the wealth of the earth. 

Lord, give me Your grace and the pow’r of the Spirit 

    To value this treasure aright 

That, never allured by the world, I inherit 

    Your kingdom of glory and light. 

 

2 Your kingdom, O God, is alive with the power 

    Your Word and Your Spirit bestow. 

Like yeast, they affect the whole measure of flour, 

    Enabling Your kingdom to grow. 

Empower me, Lord, as I live Your commission, 

    Though humble my service may be, 

And bring ev’ry planting to perfect fruition, 

    A mustard seed grown to a tree. 

 

3 Your kingdom, O God, is a field for the growing 

    Of seeds that Your mercy has sown; 

But still in our midst is the enemy sowing 

    The weeds that imperil Your own. 

Sustain me, O Lord, till Your day of returning 

    And harvest me homeward at last, 

To shine in the homeland that quiets all yearning, 

    Where sorrow and danger are past. 
Text: David W. Rogner, 1960 
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005354 

 

 
Sermon Pastor Matthew Prince 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 
Offering & Offertory LSB 192 

 



 
 
Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 

Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Offering LSB 192 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church LSB 193 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 

  

Response for prayer petitions:  

P Lord in your mercy 

C Hear our prayer. 

  

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

Volunteer Commissioning 

Gather VBS volunteers in front of the church. 

Pastor: Dear friends, thank you for volunteering to share Tropical Trek Vacation Bible 

School with kids this summer. As members of God’s church, you’ll have many opportunities to 

share Jesus’ love in words and actions as you represent our Lord and our congregation. Will 

you help children and their families know and grow in Jesus, our Savior, who comes 

to seek and to save? 

 

Volunteers: Yes, with the help of God! 

 

Pastor: God’s Word says, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). The Holy 

Spirit works powerfully through God’s Word to give us faith to believe in Jesus, to grow in 

faith, 
and to live as His people. Will you share God’s Word in the Bible lessons with children 

and their families? 

 



Volunteers: Yes, with the help of God! 

 

Pastor: (To the congregation) And you, the church of Christ, will you support, encourage, 

and pray for the Tropical Trek VBS program, its workers, and its teaching and outreach 

ministry? 

 

Congregation: Yes, with the help of God. 

 

Pastor: May the Holy Spirit empower all of us and make it so! Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 

All: Amen. 
 

VOLUNTEER COMMISSIONING © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. Permission granted 

 
Service of the Sacrament LSB 194 

 
Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the 

virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end 

to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 



 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 

upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 

upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us 

Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution LSB 199 

 



 
 
 
 
Distribution Hymn: LSB 536 One Thing's Needful LSB 536 

1 One thing’s needful; Lord, this treasure 

    Teach me highly to regard. 

All else, though it first give pleasure, 

    Is a yoke that presses hard! 

Beneath it the heart is still fretting and striving, 

No true, lasting happiness ever deriving. 

    This one thing is needful; all others are vain— 

    I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain! 
 

 

2 How were Mary’s thoughts devoted 

    Her eternal joy to find 

As intent each word she noted, 

    At her Savior’s feet reclined! 

How kindled her heart, how devout was its feeling, 

While hearing the lessons that Christ was revealing! 

    All earthly concerns she forgot for her Lord 

    And found her contentment in hearing His Word. 
 

3 Wisdom’s highest, noblest treasure, 

    Jesus, is revealed in You. 

Let me find in You my pleasure, 

    And my wayward will subdue, 

Humility there and simplicity reigning, 

In paths of true wisdom my steps ever training. 

    If I learn from Jesus this knowledge divine, 

    The blessing of heavenly wisdom is mine. 
 

4 Nothing have I, Christ, to offer, 

    You alone, my highest good. 

Nothing have I, Lord, to proffer 

    But Your crimson-colored blood. 

Your death on the cross has death wholly defeated 

And thereby my righteousness fully completed; 

    Salvation’s white raiments I there did obtain, 

    And in them in glory with You I shall reign. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



5 Therefore You alone, my Savior, 

    Shall be all in all to me; 

Search my heart and my behavior, 

    Root out all hypocrisy. 

Through all my life’s pilgrimage, guard and uphold me, 

In loving forgiveness, O Jesus, enfold me. 

    This one thing is needful; all others are vain— 

    I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain! 
Text: Johann Heinrich Schröder, 1667–99; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn: LSB 542 When I Behold Jesus Christ LSB 542 

1 When I behold Jesus Christ, 

    True God who died for me, 

I wonder much at His love 

    As He hung on the tree. Refrain 

 

ref What kind of love is this? 

What kind of love is this? 

    You showed Your love, Jesus, there 

    To me on Calvary. 

What kind of love is this? 

What kind of love is this? 

    You showed Your love, Jesus, there 

    To me on Calvary. 

 

2 For me You gave all Your love, 

    For me You suffered pain; 

I find no words, nothing can 

    Your selflessness explain. Refrain 

 

3 You had no sin, holy Lord, 

    But You were tortured, tried; 

On Golgotha there for all 

    My sins You bled and died. Refrain 

 

4 What love is this? Greater love 

    No one has ever known. 

My life with God— this I owe 

    To You, and You alone. Refrain 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3): tr. Hartmut Schoenherr, with Jim and Aurelia Keefer; (sts. 1, ref, 2–3): Almaz Belhu; (st. 4): Joseph Herl, 1959 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3): © 1970 Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus; (st. 4): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005354 

 
Stand 

 



 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the 

face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 
Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn to Depart: LSB 743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure LSB 743 

1 Jesus, priceless treasure, 

Fount of purest pleasure, 

    Truest friend to me, 

Ah, how long in anguish 

Shall my spirit languish, 

    Yearning, Lord, for Thee? 

        Thou art mine, 

        O Lamb divine! 

I will suffer naught to hide Thee; 

Naught I ask beside Thee. 

 

2 In Thine arms I rest me; 

Foes who would molest me 

    Cannot reach me here. 

Though the earth be shaking, 

Ev’ry heart be quaking, 

    Jesus calms my fear. 

        Lightnings flash 

        And thunders crash; 

Yet, though sin and hell assail me, 

Jesus will not fail me. 

 

3 Satan, I defy thee; 

Death, I now decry thee; 

    Fear, I bid thee cease. 

World, thou shalt not harm me 

Nor thy threats alarm me 

    While I sing of peace. 

        God’s great pow’r 

        Guards ev’ry hour; 

Earth and all its depths adore Him, 

Silent bow before Him. 

 

 



4 Hence, all earthly treasure! 

Jesus is my pleasure, 

    Jesus is my choice. 

Hence, all empty glory! 

Naught to me thy story 

    Told with tempting voice. 

        Pain or loss, 

        Or shame or cross, 

Shall not from my Savior move me 

Since He deigns to love me. 

 

5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 

    Thine appeal is vain. 

Sin that once did blind me, 

Get thee far behind me, 

    Come not forth again. 

        Past thy hour, 

        O pride and pow’r; 

Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 

Leave thee now forever. 

 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 

    Jesus, enters in. 

Those who love the Father, 

Though the storms may gather, 

    Still have peace within. 

        Yea, whate’er 

        I here must bear, 

Thou art still my purest pleasure, 

Jesus, priceless treasure! 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Dismissal 

P Go in peace and serve the LORD. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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