
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church  
The Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost  

August 31, 2025, 10:00am  
Divine Service Setting I 

 
 

The Autobiography of an Old Church Pew 
 
Prelude: Amazing Grace         Praise Team 
 
Welcome & Announcements 

 
Stand 

 
Hymn: LSB 537 Beautiful Savior LSB 537, vs. 1-2 

1 Beautiful Savior, 

    King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

    Truly I’d love Thee, 

    Truly I’d serve Thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 

2 Fair are the meadows, 

    Fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 

    Jesus is fairer, 

    Jesus is purer, 

He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 
Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 
Text: Public domain 

 
Invocation, Confession, & Absolution      LSB 184 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.   

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Sermon - The Autobiography of an Old Church Pew Pastor Matthew Prince 

 
Sermonette  
Reading: Genesis 1:12 Genesis 1:12 

 12The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, 

and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw 

that it was good. 

 
Stand 

 
Hymn: LSB 537 Beautiful Savior LSB 537, vs. 3-4 

3 Fair is the sunshine, 

    Fair is the moonlight, 

Bright the sparkling stars on high; 

    Jesus shines brighter, 

    Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels in the sky. 
 

4 Beautiful Savior, 

    Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

    Glory and honor, 

    Praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be Thine! 
Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sit 



Sermonette  
Reading: Joshua 22:5 Joshua 22:5 

 5Only be very careful to observe the commandment and the law that Moses the servant 

of the LORD commanded you, to love the LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways and 

to keep his commandments and to cling to him and to serve him with all your heart and 

with all your soul.” 

 
Stand 

 
Hymn: LSB 698 May We Thy Precepts, Lord Fulfill LSB 698, vs. 1 

1 May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfill 

And do on earth our Father’s will 

    As angels do above; 

Still walk in Christ, the living way, 

With all Thy children and obey 

    The law of Christian love. 
Text: Edward Osler, 1798–1863, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sit 

 
Sermonette  
Reading: Psalm 16:11 Psalm 16:11 

11You make known to me the path of life; 

 in your presence there is fullness of joy; 

 at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 
Stand 

 
Hymn: LSB 907 God Himself Is Present LSB 907, vs. 1 

1 God Himself is present: 

    Let us now adore Him 

    And with awe appear before Him. 

God is in His temple; 

    All within keep silence; 

    Humbly kneel in deepest rev’rence. 

He alone 

On His throne 

    Is our God and Savior; 

    Praise His name forever! 
Text: Gerhard Tersteegen, 1697–1769, abr.; tr. Frederick W. Foster, 1760–1835, alt.; tr. John Miller, 1756–90, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sit 

 
Sermonette  
Reading: I John 4:19 I John 4:19 

 19We love because he first loved us. 

 
Stand 



Hymn: LSB 649 Blest Be The Tie That Binds LSB 649, vs. 1-2 

1 Blest be the tie that binds 

    Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 

    Is like to that above. 
 

2 Before our Father’s throne 

    We pour our ardent prayers; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

    Our comforts and our cares. 
Text: John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sit 

 
Sermonette  
Reading: Genesis 2:23-25 Genesis 2:23-25 

 23Then the man said, 

“This at last is bone of my bones 

 and flesh of my flesh; 

she shall be called Woman, 

 because she was taken out of Man.” 

24Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they 

shall become one flesh. 25And the man and his wife were both naked and were not 

ashamed. 

 
Stand 

 
Hymn: LSB 637 Draw Near And Take The Body Of The Lord LSB 637, vs. 1,3 

1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 

And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 

Offered was He for greatest and for least, 

Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 
 

3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 

And take the pledges of salvation here. 

O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 

As in this feast of love You bless us now. 
Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Service of the Sacrament LSB 160 
 
Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  



P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the 

virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end 

to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
Sit 

Distribution LSB 166 
 
Distribution Hymn: LSB 621Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence LSB 621 

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence 

And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly minded, 

For with blessing in His hand 

Christ our God to earth descending 

Comes our homage to demand. 



2 King of kings yet born of Mary, 

As of old on earth He stood, 

Lord of lords, in human vesture, 

In the body and the blood, 

He will give to all the faithful 

His own self for heav'nly food. 
 

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven 

Spreads its vanguard on the way 

As the Light of Light descending 

From the realms of endless day, 

Comes the pow'rs of hell to vanquish 

As the darkness clears away. 
 

4 At His feet the six-winged seraph, 

Cherubim with sleepless eye, 

Veil their faces to the presence 

As with ceaseless voice they cry: 

"Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, Lord Most High!" 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultie, 1829–85, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn: LSB 633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing LSB 633 

1 At the Lamb's high feast we sing 

Praise to our victorious King, 

Who has washed us in the tide 

Flowing from His piercèd side. 

Alleluia! 
 

2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 

Gives His sacred blood for wine, 

Gives His Body for the feast-- 

Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 

Alleluia! 
 

3 Where the paschal blood is poured, 

Death's dread angel sheathes the sword; 

Israel's hosts triumphant go 

Through the wave that drowns the foe. 

Alleluia! 
 

4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

Paschal victim, paschal bread; 

With sincerity and love 

Eat we manna from above. 

Alleluia! 
 



5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell's fierce pow'rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 

Alleluia! 
 

6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 

Alleluia! 
 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin's pow'r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

Alleluia! 
 

8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days; 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

Alleluia! 
Text: Latin, c.  5th- 10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Post-Communion Collect LSB 166 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Sermonette  
Reading: Romans 3:23 Romans 3:23 

 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
 

Stand 
 

Hymn: LSB 592 Dearest Jesus, We Are Here LSB 592, vs. 1 

1 Dearest Jesus, we are here, 

    Gladly Your command obeying; 

With this child we now draw near 

    In response to Your own saying 

That to You it shall be given 

As a child and heir of heaven. 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 



Sit 

 
Sermonette  
Reading: John 3:16 John 3:16 

 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

 
Stand 

 
Hymn: LSB 588 Jesus Loves Me LSB 588, vs. 1-2 

1 Jesus loves me! This I know, 

For the Bible tells me so. 

    Little ones to Him belong; 

    They are weak, but He is strong. Refrain 
 

ref Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! 

The Bible tells me so. 
 

2 Jesus loves me! He who died 

Heaven’s gates to open wide. 

    He has washed away my sin, 

    Lets His little child come in. Refrain 
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sit 

 
Sermonette  
Reading: I Peter 3:15 I Peter 3:15 

 15but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 

defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 

 
Stand 

Hymn: LW 256 Yours Forever, God Of Love LW 256, vs. 1,2 

1 Yours forever, God of love! 

Hear us from your throne above. 

Yours forever may we be 

Here and in eternity. 
 

2 Yours forever! Oh, how blest 

They who find in you their rest! 

Savior, Guardian, heav'nly Friend, 

Oh, defend us to the end. 
Text: Mary F. Maude, 1819-1913 

Tune and bass line: Orlando Gibbons, 1583-1625 

Song 13; Publication date: 1982 

 

Sit 



 

Sermonette  
Reading: Philippians 4:6 Philippians 4:6 

 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Hymn: LSB 770 What A Friend We Have In Jesus LSB 770, vs. 1-3 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

    All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 

All because we do not carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

    Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 

    Thou wilt find a solace there.                       
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86 
Text: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Church LSB 159 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 
  

Response for prayer petitions:  

P Lord in your mercy 

C Hear our prayer. 

  

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

 



Sit 

 
Sermonette  
Reading: Romans 14:8 Romans 14:8 

 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we 

live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 

 
Stand 

 
Hymn: LSB 752 Be Still, My Soul LSB 752, vs. 1,4 

1 Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 

    Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

Leave to your God to order and provide; 

    In ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend 

Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 

4 Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on 

    When we shall be forever with the Lord, 

When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 

    Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 

Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 

All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 
Text: Catharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel, 1697–1752; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sit 

 
Sermonette  
Reading: Joel 2:13 Joel 2:13 

 13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 

Return to the LORD, your God, 

 for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 

 and he relents over disaster. 

 

Stand 
 

Hymn: LSB 729 I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus LSB 729, vs. 1,6 

1 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, 

    Trusting only Thee; 

Trusting Thee for full salvation, 

    Great and free. 
 

6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 

    Never let me fall. 

I am trusting Thee forever 

    And for all. 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 
Text: Public domain 



Sit 

 
Sermonette  
Reading: Proverbs 22:6 Proverbs 22:6 

6Train up a child in the way he should go; 

 even when he is old he will not depart from it. 

 

Stand 

 
Hymn: LSB 783 Take My Life And Let It Be LSB 783, vs. 1,4-5 

1 Take my life and let it be 

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 

Take my moments and my days, 

Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

4 Take my silver and my gold, 

Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect and use 

Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 
 

5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 
Text: Public domain 

Sit 
 

 
Sermonette  
Reading: Luke 15:22-24 Luke 15:22-24 

 22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and 

put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and 

let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 

found.’ And they began to celebrate. 
 

Stand 
 

Hymn: LSB 700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling LSB 700, vs. 1-2 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

    Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 

    All Thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

    Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 

    Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 
 

 



2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

    Into ev’ry troubled breast; 

Let us all in Thee inherit; 

    Let us find Thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning; 

    Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its beginning, 

    Set our hearts at liberty. 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sit 
 

Sermonette  
Reading: Psalm 18:3 Psalm 18:3 

3I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, 

 and I am saved from my enemies. 

 

Stand 

 
Hymn: LSB 878 Abide With Me LSB 878, vs. 1-2,5 

1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 

2 I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 

Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 
 

5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sit 

Sermonette  
Reading: John 15:7 John 15:7 

 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you. 

 
Stand 



 
 
 
 
Hymn: LSB 570 Just As I Am, Without One Plea LSB 570, vs. 1,4 

1 Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sit 

 
Sermonette  
Reading: Luke 18:13 Luke 18:13 

 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but 

beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 
 

Stand 

 
Hymn: LSB 744 Amazing Grace LSB 744, vs. 1,3 

1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 

    That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 

    Was blind but now I see! 

 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

    I have already come; 

His grace has brought me safe thus far, 

    His grace will lead me home. 
Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sit 

 
Sermonette  
Reading: II Corinthians 1:20 II  Corinthians 1:20 

 20For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that 

we utter our Amen to God for his glory. 
 

Stand 



 
 
 
Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
 

Hymn: LSB 917 Savior, Again To Thy Dear Name We Raise LSB 917, vs. 1,4 

1 Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise 

With one accord our parting hymn of praise; 

Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease, 

Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of peace. 

 

4 Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life, 

Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife; 

Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease, 

Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace. 
Text: John Ellerton, 1826–93 
Text: Public domain 

 

 
Dismissal 

P Go in peace and serve the LORD. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 
Offering Collected at Narthex doors 
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